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        SURGE CURRENTS
December Sunrise 

The Christmas Concert 

The 2019 Christmas play “Finding 

Rudolph” was a marvel of creativi-

ty, production effects and lively 

performances. It was quite hilarious 

as well. “But Santa, how COULD 

you LOSE Rudolph?” Santa didn’t 

actually have an answer for that tell-

ing question, but he was stranded 

with the Surge Narrows school chil-

dren until the very special reindeer 

in question could be found. They 

searched high and low, ringing in 

local residents, checking barns, sheds, boats and other possible venues, traveling around Read in a nifty replica of 

Sheila’s SUV, ably driven by Juniper Royko. When they were unable to locate him on land, they took to water in a 

look-alike of John Polk’s sailboat navigated by water-wonder Natalie Harvey. They journeyed up the Okisollo and 

stopped in at Josh and Johanna’s place. Josh asked them “what are you doing outside your institution?” It was a ques-

tion rendered even funnier in the mo-

ment by the fact that the School District 

#72 Superintendent and Quadra school 

board director were in attendance. But 

Josh had not seen Rudolph either, so the 

overloaded boat moved on. 

When at last the mischievous reindeer 

was discovered (forgive me, I can’t re-

member where) he appeared on stage 

with a companion who turned out to be 

Comet, and nobody had even noticed he 

was missing! 



“Music Class” 

by Juniper 

Royko Age 6 



The White Elephant Closes out the Year 

The White Elephant roared onto the island on a big southeaster carrying high winds 

and bucket loads of rain. Travelers from Sonora and Maurelle were not deterred by 

engine troubles on the Harvey’s big boat and opted to push on in an open vessel ar-

riving soaked to the skin. Typical! No one was about to let a little weather stop the 

show. 

The event was well attended with the addition of a lot of children who were visiting 

their grandparents on Read for the holidays. They came with 

their parents in tow. The Surge School kids couldn’t have been 

happier for the reinforcements. New fast friends were made, 

along with promises to return for the event in 2020.  

The gift exchange was lively, due to the volume and quality of 

the gifts and because there were so many children on hand to 

enjoy the game. There was much hilarious “exchanging”.  

Lise and family prepared a delicious turkey, and everyone 

filled out the menu with savory side dishes and sweet desserts.  

White Elephant 

Necklace 

Happy 

New 

Year 



                                          Current Events and Notices                                                                

                                                           Medical Clinic January

Dr. Steve and NP Pat will be attending the clinic in January. Email notification to follow.

We now have a full VHF set-up and a cell phone booster at the Hoskyn dock  

In conjunction with David Cox, Scott Davidson has set us up a really professional looking and totally functioning 

VHF at the Hoskyn dock. Scott provided most of the materials and installation expertise. David provided the encour-

agement. How-to-use instructions are prominently displayed on the equipment. 

He also realigned the Yaggi antenna at the Surge dock. You can now get 4 bars LTE.  

Many thanks to Scott and David. This equipment is so necessary in an emergency and so useful when you need it.  

Coffee Socials in January 
In coordination with the Medical Clinic days (TBA) Lise is planning to do coffee socials in the Bunkhouse or in the 

Quonset Hut.  Noon to 1:30, approximately.  

Notice 

The manufacturers of the Fish and Forest Reserve T-Shirts loved our design so much they caught it on video. If you 
have never seen this done it is really interesting. https://youtu.be/EOqQNwgjQfc 

Forestry in the News 
Global News Network produced this hard-hitting article/report about forests and carbon, clearcutting old-growth and 

an AFA video that reignites concerns about BCTS on Maurelle.  (Information sent to us by a friend.) 

https://globalnews.ca/news/6299545/bc-clearcutting-forests-climate-change/?fbclid=IwAR34LN8qH-

aBRlfjOLMi1z1cWqhmZ2GPUkoPJlgKtXoIix5obHAOUwZ2jhc 

 

Picture from the article. The picture is not a link. 

https://youtu.be/EOqQNwgjQfc
https://globalnews.ca/news/6299545/bc-clearcutting-forests-climate-change/?fbclid=IwAR34LN8qH-aBRlfjOLMi1z1cWqhmZ2GPUkoPJlgKtXoIix5obHAOUwZ2jhc
https://globalnews.ca/news/6299545/bc-clearcutting-forests-climate-change/?fbclid=IwAR34LN8qH-aBRlfjOLMi1z1cWqhmZ2GPUkoPJlgKtXoIix5obHAOUwZ2jhc


                                                                    Lot 302 Update 

 

We did it! Well almost. With $97,238 raised we are just slightly short of our goal. That 

is remarkable and a real testament to what can be done by just a few people who really 

care. A big thanks to everyone who helped achieve our target. 

 

So what now? We’d like to keep going. In reality, we need to collect about $15,000 

over the $100,000 for a number of reasons. Firstly, GoFundMe, while a great platform, 

does retain a 2.9% transaction fee. Given this, we actually need to raise more than our 

$100,000 goal in order to complete the purchase of Lot 302. Secondly, once we acquire 

the land, we will incur legal costs associated with the property transfer and the placing 

of covenants on the property. And thirdly, while we believe we will have ample volun-

teers to help build a trail through the property, we will need funds to purchase materials 

and signage. 

 

We have been inspired by the outpouring of support for the purchase of Lot 302 and are committed to being proactive 

in the protection of additional land. Any surplus funds raised through this campaign will be set aside to purchase and 

protect more old growth forest on this island or any other outer island. 

 

To that end, we will be launching our on-line silent auction mid-January, with the goal of having it run through to mid

-February. We currently have the following donated items which we will be placing in the auction: 

• One Corilair ticket for the Mail Plane flight 

• One travel lift from Ocean Pacific 

• $250 gift certificate from Ocean Pacific 

• 1 bar stool from Brian and Judy Bloomfield 

• Drone session including photos and video from Rocky 

• 8 pallet lifts (to be auctioned separately) from Inlet Navigation plus a week’s storage from Campbell River Marine 

Terminal 

• Transport for a vehicle on and off Read (or Maurelle or Sonora) from Inlet Navigation plus a week’s storage from 

Campbell River Marine Terminal 

• 2 whale watching trips from Discovery Marine Safaris 

 

It would be great to get a few more items in there (big or small). 

We have heard on a number of people who are considering do-

nating goods or services. Could you please let Rosie know by 

January 10th if you will be contributing or have other ideas for 

the auction (rosie@executiveworks.org). Once the auction is up 

and running and open for bids, we’ll email the link out to every-

one.  

 

On behalf of the Fundraising Committee thanks to everyone 

who has made this venture such a success. 

 

Ralph, Rocky, Rosie, Ginny, Roberta 

  

mailto:rosie@executiveworks.org


Amazing Progress in Community Planning 
  

First, a big thank you to everyone who has participated this year, in 

person or otherwise, and to the many people that helped make our 

meetings happen, from setting up and cleaning up the Bunkhouse, to 

making lunches, to the table hosts and recorders, to Susanne and the 

kids for their input, to Jim Abram and SNCA, and to the SRD con-

sultants who attended our last meeting of the year on December 6th. 

 

What started out early in the year as “visioning” for the Surge Proper-

ty and Foreshore development project has evolved over the months 

into discussions of our Official Community Plan (OCP) and its by-

laws, and into work on our Community Mapping Projects which will 

help inform our bylaw decisions. In our final meeting of the year two 

consultants were brought in by the SRD to help us identify our priori-

ties as SRD creates an overarching Integrated Community Sustainability Plan (ICSP) for Electoral Area C. We have 

made great progress. Wow, that’s a lot! 

  

Looking toward 2020 we are thinking we can pace things a little better. At the December meeting, the Regional Dis-

trict indicated that they are at least a year away from starting on our OCP (i.e. 2021). SNCA has responded with a let-

ter requesting that the SRD include our OCP development and zoning bylaw updates in their 2020 budget. In the 

meantime we can use the time to plan, review our existing bylaws to identify what is no longer working for island res-

idents, consider how to address our current needs and decide how to design the bylaws to reflect our vision for the fu-

ture. 

  

Next steps: 

• We are expecting to receive the data collected by the SRD for the 

ICSP and will share it for community feedback to ensure its accurate 

and complete. Maybe a quick table-talk session? 

• The Community Mapping Group is working on the additional layers 

to assist planning. 

• Judith is having fun rewriting our bylaws for us to review and modify. 

• At the planning sessions, there was a lot of interest in engaging with 

local First Nations and inviting them to come to Surge Narrows. 

Chief Darren Blaney of the Homalco First Nation would love to join 

us for a day. We are looking at springtime when there are more day-

light hours. 

 

We have made great progress and look forward to continuing in 2020! 

  

Happy New Years! 

Jorge, Lise & Sheila 

Community Planning Group 



Upcoming Training at Surge Narrows: 

 

Wilderness First Aid 

In partnership with: Wilderness Medical Associates 

Instructor: Greg Barmby 

Number of days: 2 days (16 hours) 

Dates now confirmed: Wednesday – Thursday March 25-26, 2020. 

 

We are excited to be able to bring a practical hands-on perspective to Outer Islands 1st aid. Greg comes highly recom-

mended; he was the instructor for the recent SD72 Wilderness 1st aid. Glowing reviews from Timberline Outdoor Ed 

program staff and our teacher Susanne included “so practical, pragmatic, useful” and “the best 1st aid instructor I’ve 

ever had”.  

 

Course content: Hands on practical work, customized to our lifestyle and location: Patient Assessment System; CPR; 

Circulatory System; Nervous System; Respiratory System; Fractures, Stable Injuries; Splints 1-Extremities; Hypother-

mia; Hyperthermia and Heat Illness; Near Drowning; Lightning Injuries; Wounds and Burns; Anaphylaxis; Lifting, 

Moving Extrication; Patient Carries; Backcountry Medicine. 

Resulting certifications: in both Wilderness First Aid and Adult CPR 

 

Logistics:  

Fee per person: $170, includes all course materials.  

Minimum number of participants to run this course: 12. 

Minimum age of participants: 16 years old. 

Should we have more than 12 participants, we will share the fee benefit among participants. Instructor transportation 

cost will be covered by SNCA. 

ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED! Deadline for registration is February 20th, sorry no exceptions. 

Further course details see: https://www.wildmed.com/course-type/wilderness-first-aid/ 

 

Contact Sheila to register fashedo@hotmail.com, with your name you want your certificate to show, email address, 

phone number, and $70 deposit. Thank you Sheila, who has kindly agreed to be registrar for this course. 

 

Ham radio training and certification: 

A free qualification course offered by experienced ham radio operators in SRD (Strathcona Regional District) Volun-

teer Emergency Communications. 

Timing: May – June 2020, dates will be confirmed in the new year 

 

Thank you to Lise, who will help you understand the importance of being part of this training. 

 

Ginny – Emergency Preparedness  

https://www.wildmed.com/course-type/wilderness-first-aid/
mailto:fashedo@hotmail.com


Regional Director’s Report - December 16, 2019   
 

HELLO OUTER ISLANDS! 
 

So, this will be my last report for the very jam packed year of 2019! It seemed to just fly by and has been filled with issues and 

“adventures”. I expect nothing less from 2020. Many of the ongoing projects are coming to fruition and will take massive 

amounts of time and energy to implement. I am up for it and hope you will join me in the “excitement”! Another year that will 

bring more community involvement and progress. 

 

Independent Power Projects - Bute / Toba Inlets (IPP’s) 
 

I am starting my report here due to some very recent, exciting news that I received from the Minister of Energy and Mines. I am 

going to attempt to post it so you can see it. I had a number of conversations this past week with Minister’s offices and the 

Premier’s office. All were to do with the huge threat that we have known about for some time to our inlets and surrounding are-

as by a Turkish company that wants to establish numerous IPP’s in Bute and Toba Inlets. The detrimental impact of this is huge 

to our environment, our fishery and our tourist economy along with the incredible history of the area and the First Nations occu-

pation of same. The news is sounding good and I have been assured that there is absolutely no plan to purchase power through 

BC Hydro from IPP sources. However, being forever vigilant, I do not want to see the area tenured through the Province only to 

rear its ugly head some time down the road. So I want to see the Province (the Premier) out and out deny the application: Peri-

od! Here is the letter from Minister Michelle Mungall (Energy and Mines): 
 

 

BOARD SHORTS: 

A very short update from the SNCA Board 

January 1, 2020 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR from all of us to all of you! 

 

Surge Store: no news yet on the Federal Infrastructure grant application. We’re following up regularly with SRD. 

 

Integrated Community Sustainability Planning (ICSP) : Thank you to all who were able to join Aniko Nelson, 

Senior Manager, Community Services, and the consultants from Dillon Consulting on December 6th to discuss 

what is important to our community. We understand we should hear further in the new year. 

The SNCA board, 

Sheila Hollanders, Chair 

Rosie Steeves 

Jim Mallis 

Steve Barnes 

Ginny Vassal, Secretary-Treasurer  



The second page was just her signature, etc.  It is a very encouraging letter and she has cc’d the appropriate parties so as to not 

let it get lost in the shuffle! 
 
I would also like to mention here that if you want to understand more fully why the Bute inlet area should not be opened to de-

velopment, please read the Raincoast Chronicles Volume #24, “Cougar Companions” , by Judith Williams. It is fascinating! It 

features many of our past and present Quadra Islanders and their ancestors and tells an almost unbelievable story of our local 

heritage. I am only about half way through it but find it hard to put down. 
 
I encourage everyone to stay on guard and reiterate letters you may have already sent to Ministers and the Premier and our MLA. 

We cannot consider this a done deal until it is classified as “denied" 
 
Board Appointments to external agencies 
 
I have once again been appointed to represent the SRD on numerous committees involving the Federal, Provincial and First Na-

tion governments. It is an honour to sit on these committees since they all have an effect on our area, our province and our na-

tion. They are, to name a few, the Marine Area Planning Partnership, the Marine Protected Area advisory committee, the Inte-

grated Oceans Advisory Committee, the Oceans Protection Plan, the Coastal Community Network and the Fisheries and Oceans 

Advisory committee (a part of UBCM) and the Wei Wai Kai Treaty Advisory Committee. Each meets about twice to three times 

per year with lots of conference calls and emails in between and a whole lot of reading material to keep me occupied. I report 

back to the Board after each meeting and provide the materials that we deal with. Extremely fascinating and important since we 

live in a "marine world!” 
 
Hospital pathology (lab) situation 
 
You may have read in the local papers of the fight we are once again engaged in with Island Health Authority (formerly VIHA). 

They want most of our lab services to be shipped off to a private contractor in Victoria. This is unacceptable. The community is 

fighting it and so am I. Our Board has taken a stance that it is unacceptable and at the Comox Valley Regional Hospital District 

Board meeting I had to make it, once again, clear that we are advocates for our constituents and will continue to fight for their 

right for quality health care. We paid almost $250 Million dollars of our tax dollars as a region to build the hospitals and they 

included laboratory services. I maintain that it is our role to make sure that our capital investment is used to the maximum, not 

ship the work off somewhere else. I have included the link to the news item on this issue below. Please read the following: 
 
https://decafnation.net/2019/11/27/north-island-hospital-board-hesitates-to-take-advocacy-role-despite-rights-and-precedent/ 
 

https://decafnation.net/2019/11/27/north-island-hospital-board-hesitates-to-take-advocacy-role-despite-rights-and-precedent/


BC Hydro Information 
 
As the wind howls outside and I am cringing at the thought of the power going out while I am doing my report, I must commend 

BC Hydro for the information they published in the Nov. 4th issue of the Discovery Islander. I am going to reprint it here, with-

out anyones permission, but it is all public info and important for you to have handy. Cut it out of your printed copy and keep it 

by your land line! This is what they wrote: 

AS STORM SEASON is once again upon 

us, I would like to remind everyone of our website and important contact information for power outages. 

For the most up-to-date information about outages, please first visit us online at: BC Hydro – News – Power Outages – Outage 

List (http://www.bchydro.com/ outages/orsTableView.jsp) 

If you need to talk with me: 

Ted Olynyk, Manager 

Manager, Community Relations Vancouver Island and Sunshine Coast 

(O): (250) 755-7180 

(C): (250) 618-6267 (24 hr/day availability) ted.olynyk@bchydro.com 

Please regard me as your first and single point of contact unless otherwise agreed to and not interview crews; this will allow our 

crews to focus on the safe restoration of power. (Remember to always remain 10 metres back from any downed power lines.) 

Public inquiries can be referred to 1-800-BCHYDRO or www.bchydro.com/ outages/ 
 
Conclusion 
 
Bet you are glad to see that heading! 
 
At this point I would like to wish each and every one of you a very Merry Christmas, Happy Holiday season and a very healthy 

and productive New Year! I hope that all of you will take the time to reflect on your past year and spend time with loved ones 

and friends.  This will be my last report for the season and I will be back at my keyboard mid-January. I certainly look forward to 

another busy and productive year and to working with all of you to protect this beautiful place where we live and create an envi-

ronment that welcomes diversity of opinion, housing for all generations and employment for those that need it to foster prosperi-

ty for all. 

 

Integrated Community Sustainability Planning process (ICSP) 
 
I mentioned in my last report that we would be holding an open house at our school on Nov. 6th. It was very well attended and 

participated in by the community. It consisted of planners and consultants at many stand-up boards around the gym asking for 

input on various topics. The structure of the process was not what I had hoped for nor envisioned but it turned out fairly well in 

my opinion. The ICSP is the umbrella plan that the planners will use to create up to date OCP’s and regulatory documents for all 

of Area C.  We will see what they come back with in the new year and how well it reflects the input they received. The commu-

nity will decide what it feels is what it wants, not the consultants. 
 
Read Island (Outer Islands) ICSP 
 
While we are on the topic, on Dec. 6th I picked up staff and consultants at the ferry and drove them to Hoskyn Channel Landing 

to meet a boat to take them all to Surge Narrows, on Read Island  for their ICSP input meeting. A packed hall greeted us and 

learned about the ICSP, but were quite disenchanted with the process since it did not get down into the OCP and bylaws on that 

day. That is what they expected. Being a very resilient group they settled into the process and gave the staff a great deal of input 

concerning what they expect in the outer islands area. They, too, will get a report back on next steps in the new year. They are 

very anxious to get on with developing their OCP and bylaws since the documents have not been looked at since 1993!!! They 

are ready to work and make it happen and I was pleased as always at their hospitality and warmth even in the face of disappoint-

ment with the process. The planners have their work cut out for them in the entirety of Area C. More to follow in the new year. 
 
Connectivity issue 
 
I had my planned very high level conference call with six of the Telus brass on Nov. 29th. I also invited two of our senior staff to 

witness the discussion (not that I don’t trust Telus!). We had a very detailed conversation on many of the options for providing 

top levels of service to all areas. I cannot, once again, go into the details since Telus requires that we keep the discussion in cam-

era (confidential). There is an incredible amount at stake here for them and for competitors, so I do agree that we need to keep 

this internal at this time in order to honour their request. We have waited this long and a little longer won’t hurt too badly. The 

timetable is within the year 2020. I hope that much info will keep you interested.  I do hate to keep things from you that concern 

you but I have no choice if I want to be part of the conversation. 

http://www.bchydro.com/
mailto:ted.olynyk@bchydro.com
http://www.bchydro.com/
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Point Atkinson 



 THE NORTH ISLAND’S LARGEST 

MARINE STORE AND BOATYARD 

Discovery Harbour Shopping Centre and Marina, Campbell River, BC 

Tel: 250-286-1011 / Toll Free: 1-800-663-2994 / www.oceanpacificmarine.com 

110-Ton Travelift 

ABYC Certified Marine Technicians 

ABYC Electricians 

CWB Welders 

Qualified Fiberglass  

Cummins Marine Technicians 

        Painting and Detailing 

Shipwrights & Fine Wood Workers 

2 – 40X80 Sheds, 1-60x80 Shed 

Emergency Services Available  

 

Wherever you are, at sea, on land, the rescueME PLB1 provides the reassurance that global emergency services can 

be alerted by the press of a button. 

rescueME PLB1 works with the only officially recognised worldwide dedicated search and rescue satellite network 

(operated by Cospas Sarsat). As this is funded by governments there are NO CHARGES to use this service. 

When activated the rescueME PLB1 transmits your position and your ID to a Rescue Coordination Center via satel-

lite link. Rescue services nearest to your are promptly notified of your emergency and regularly advised of your cur-

rent location to assist prompt rescue. 

 

Regular Price                                                                             

$356.02                  

Sale Price 

$324.99 

In Stock Only 

 

Kevin Bates 

Store Manager 

Ocean Pacific Marine Store & Boatyard 

P: 250.286.1011 | TF: 1.800.663.2294 EXT 315 | Fax: 250.286.6254 
kevinb@oceanpacificmarine.com | www.oceanpacificmarine.com 

PLB1, the World's smallest PLB 

 

Waterproof to 15 m 

 

No subscription 

Link via satellite to 

Emergency Services 

High intensity 

(1 candela) strobe 

 

Fast accurate positioning 

Easily deployed  

antenna 

 

30% smaller 

 

7 year battery life 

Homing Beacon to aid 

final location by Search 

and Rescue craft 

mailto:kevinb@oceanpacificmarine.com
http://www.oceanpacificmarine.com/


Surge Currents is published as a communication tool for the local community but the content of the newsletter 

does not represent the opinions or position of the Surge Narrows Community Association, unless specifically 

stated or unless an article is signed by the Board of Directors.  Back issues are available. Annual subscription 

to Surge Currents is free to residents/property owners and “Friends of Surge Narrows”. For non-residents, the 

annual rate is $10.00 for email delivery. Subscription with delivery of printed copies via Canada Post is $25.00, 

or $30.00 to a U.S.A. address    Editor:  ksb.svb@gmail.com    SNCA Directors: Sheila Hollanders (Chairman), 

Ginny Vassal (Secretary-Treasurer), Steve Barnes, Jim Mallis, Rosie Steeves 

Paid up SNCA members (110) for this year October 2019 to September 2020 are: Heather Ballard, Kathy & Steve 

Barnes, Hank Batcheller, Lise Batcheller, Roger Beriault, Doug Beyerstein, Merlin Blixhavn, Judy Bloomfield, Troy 

Bouchard, David Cox, Madeline Cureton, Pat & Derek D’Altroy, Sally Davies, Brenda Dempsey, Amy Engstrom, 

Leslie Goresky, Mark Goresky,  Pamela Harbord, Mary Caroline & John Hart, Renate & Scott, Jasmine, Dillon Har-

vey, Ben Hollanders, Sheila Hollanders, Shawnai & Tom Hollanders, Violine Hollanders, Cameron Humphreys, Sun-

ny Johnson, Dana & Lisa Kammersgard, Donna & Bruce Keeling, Albert & Kate Keller, Emily Keller, Ralph & Lan-

nie Keller, Linda & Bruce Kempling, Renate Kviet, Claudia Lake, Mark Lavergne, Dan Lewis, Jill & Jeff Lewis, Jor-

gina Little, Nicole Magistro, Charmaine & Jim Mallis, Wendy & Bill Matheson, Rachel & Roger Mattice, Ann & 

Richard Mayer, Kathy & Dwayne McLean, Annie Moss and Family, Jeremy Paine,  Johanna Paradis, Zephyr Polk, 

Kiersten & Ashley Riley, John Robilliard, Mike Rockwell, Gloria, Dale, Amy, Catherine Rolfsen, Rockford Royko, 

Suromitra Santani, Reiko Seviengy, Eileen Sowerby, Rosie & Bob Steeves, Roberta Stevenson, Mark Stubley, Josh 

Sutherland, Leah Szostak, Tina Thomson, Anne Tonkin, Karen Tonseth, Hazel Trego, David Turpin, Caren Van Der 

Mark, Ginny Vassal, Shauny & Rand Volk, Coady Webb, Ronda & Doug Weber, Laurie & Rob Wood 

 

Your 2019-2020 membership fees are now due. Thank you to our 2019-2020 members. 

 

SNCA membership is $10.00 annually, and covers from AGM to AGM: Surge Narrows Community Associa-

tion, P.O. Box 52, Surge Narrows V0P 1W0. Donations for general expenses, or as you designate for ourpro-

jects, are also gratefully received at this address and official tax receipts can be issued upon request.  Donations 

can be made online by credit card through Canada Helps. Canada Helps charges SNCA a 4% fee.: https://

mailto:surgenarrows@gmail.com
https://www.canadahelps.org/CharityProfilePage.aspx?CharityID=s74338

